
…Provides a unique 
opportunity for 
business, academic, 
and government 
leaders to discuss 
key issues related to 
observing the Earth 
and improving access 
to vital environmental 
information.
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s the world becomes 
increasingly instru-
mented and intercon-

nected and intelligent, 
we have the opportunity 
to fundamentally change 
how the world works.

— Richard Lechner
Vice President for Energy  
and Environment, IBM
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL  
 INFORMATION REVOLUTION

f all the threats I have witnessed 
throughout my career, I have never 
seen a threat that is as complex—

and for which we are as unprepared… 
It is a threat I believe is still vastly 
misunderstood and underappreciated—
but a threat to which we must respond. 
The threat is climate change.”

— Vice Admiral Lee Gunn
USN (Ret.), President, American Security Project; 
President of Public Research, CAN
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  e’re at the stage where there’s a 
critical and strategic need to gather 
and use data at all levels: macro, 

international, corporate level, product 
level… Data gathering creates far more 
value than the upfront cost.

— Andrew Winston
President, Winston Eco-Strategies, LLC; Co-author, 
“Green to Gold”; author, “Green Recovery” 
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f information is the lifeblood of capital 
markets, then certainly environmental 
information is the lifeblood of 

environmental markets. We believe that 
environmental markets are really going 
to be integral to solving large-scale, global 
environmental problems. Therefore, the 
private sector has to play a role there.

— Martin Whittaker
Director, Mission Point Capital Partners
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL  
INFORMATION REVOLUTION

Nancy Kopp, 
State of Maryland 
Treasurer, calls 
for SEC guidance 
on the disclosure 
of material risks 
related to climate 
change.

Lawrie Jordan, 
ESRI’s Director of 
Imagery and Enter- 
prise Solutions, 
highlights the 
importance of 
GIS as a key tool 
in addressing 
the problems of 
sustainability. 

Sherburne (Shere) 
Abbott, Associate 
Director, Energy and 
Environment Division, 
Office of Science and 
Technology Policy 
(OSTP), The White 
House, discusses the 
challenge of providing 
data and information 
to meet societal needs.

Berrien Moore, 
Director of 
Climate Central, 
finds encouraging 
the active role of 
the private sector 
in attacking the 
challenges of 
climate change.

Rob Mitrevski, Vice 
President, Commercial 
& Space Science 
Programs, Space 
Systems Division, ITT 
Corporation, highlights 
industry’s need for 
the government’s 
prioritization of efforts 
so that industry knows 
where to invest; where 
to innovate.

  e’re in the middle of an 
industrial revolution in this 
conversion to a low-carbon 

economy, and Earth observations is  
fundamentally, in my opinion, the 
enabling information or infrastruc-
ture that will allow that to happen.

— Lindene Patton
Chief Climate Product Officer,  
Zurich Financial Services

W

here has never been a more 
important time to assess 
whether the United States 

has the information tools and 
technologies it needs to navigate the 
uncertain future of climate change.

— Nancy Colleton
President, Institute for Global  
Environmental Strategies
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  e need more land-based 
observations. We need more 
observations focused on carbon 

tracking and compliance markets 
and things of that nature… We need 
more American assets in the picture.

— David Skole
Professor of Forestry, Michigan State 
University; Member, Offsets Committee 
and Chair, Technical Committee on 
Agroforestry, Chicago Climate Exchange
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eeing our precious planet from 
afar, as the Apollo astronauts 
did, makes us appreciate its 

rarity and fragility, and impels us to 
protect it. We have a duty to ourselves 
and to all succeeding generations 
to learn to sustain the only home we 
have in the universe.

 — James T. Ryder
Vice President, Lockheed Martin  
Space Systems Company
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Christopher 
Scolese, Associate 
Administrator for 
NASA discusses the 
agency’s 
contributions and 
continued efforts in 
Earth observations. 

SponsorsVADM Conrad C. 
Lautenbacher, 
Computer Sciences 
Coporation Vice 
President of Polar 
Programs and former 
NOAA Administrator 
remarks that both the 
public and private 
sector share a common 
goal:  a commitment to 
a sustainable Earth.

Mary Kicza, NOAA’s 
Associate Administrator 
for Satellite and 
Information Services 
highlights the 
challenges faced by data 
providers and the need 
to better engage users.

Lon Rains, Sector 
Director for Strategic 
Communications at 
Northrop Grumman 
leads a panel on the 
importance of 
managing risk and 
guiding adaptation.

SOLUTIONS SPONSORS

COOPERATING PARTNERS

ADVOCATE SPONSOR

INNOVATOR SPONSOR

ORGANIZED BY




